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Love IsWork
Howdoyou let someoneknowabout something important? Children,maybe you can tellme. Whenyour parents
want to make sure that you clean your room or that you bring your homework home from school, what do they
do? ĉey tell you. And then they tell you again. And then they tell you again. ĉey tell you so many times that
you get sick of having them tell you. But, you know, don’t you, that if they keep telling you to clean your room and
bring your homework home from school, it’s important. And, it’s something you need to work on.

We ėnd the same paĨern in the bible. In the last verse of the gospel this morning, Jesus tells us: “17ĉis is my
command: Love each other.” ĉere is a whole lot of emphasis in that verse. First of all, Jesus says “I am commanding
you.” Note what Jesus is saying. He was telling his disciples: “I told you to love each other before. I’m saying it
now. And I’ll say it again.” Andwhat was his command? His commandwas to love each other. ĉere againwe ėnd
a present tense. True, Christian love isn’t just something we talk about a liĨle and show even less. It is something
we do. True, Christian love is work.

And in these words, we see that it is work that Jesus commands us to do. He says: “I am commanding you:
continue to love one another.” But, long before he gives us these commands in these words, he speaks to us about
his love for us. We back up to verse 12 and we hear Jesus telling us: “11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and
that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he
lay down his life for his ěiends. 14 You are my ěiends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does
not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you ěiends, for everything that I learned ěommy Father I have made known to you.”

ĉere is a mountain of weight in these words. Jesus is your friend. If I stopped this sermon right here, that
thought alone would give you days of meaning to ponder. ĉe God whom I didn’t love and didn’t choose and
didn’t earn—He’s the one who came down to this world. He took on human Ěesh and blood. He became my
brother, my Savior. But, even more than that. Jesus is my friend. What a profound, amazing thought.

And, just in case we were in doubt as to what sort of friend Jesus is, he tells us in detail. First, he’s the sort of
friend who would lay down his life for his friends. And his disciples saw just that. ĉey saw him die in the place
of not just them, but in the place of a world of sinners who did not want him. ĉat is friendship! And even more
than that–what sort of friend is he? He lets us know everything we need for life and salvation. God doesn’t need
to to that. He has every right to not explain himself. He has every right to do what he did to the people in the Old
Testament. He has every right to say: “believe in a Savior. He will take away your sins. But I will not tell you his
name. Nor will I tell you who he is.” But our Father has let us know so verymuch about his Son and about life and
salvation. ĉat is the sort of friend Jesus is.

Jesus tells us: “I am your friend. Now, I command you, love each other.” Jesus goes out of his way to show
that he is our friend. And out of thanks for this great amazing friendship we have with him, he asks us to love
each other. ĉe difficulty is that we look into our lives and instead of seeing examples of Christian love, we ėnd
examples of self-love. Ten times in God’s word we ėnd verses where Jesus and his apostles tell us to love each
other. And if we want to see how we are doing with our task of showing Christ’s love to others, the bible has a
very clear test for us. ĉe bible tells us that true Christian love shows its love to those who need our love themost,
Children and widows.

So, letme ask you: Do you love the children in our congregation? Would you bewilling to be a Sunday School
Teacher, so that you can share with our children the truth Jesus has shared with you? If you don’t have the giěs
to teach, would you be willing to help out our teachers on Sunday Morning or for VBS. Would you be willing
to come to bible study to show them that being a Christian means growing in your faith with God’s word. True
Christian love does what is best for our liĨle ones because they cannot teach themselves. And they need you to
teach them what God’s word says. ĉey need you to show them what a Christian looks like.

Let me ask you: Do you love the widows in our congregation? Imagine that you were married for 50 years.
And thenGod took your husband home. Whowould be there for you? Whowill run your errands for you? Who
will talk to you and be a true friend? Whowill visit you–especially when you go to the hospital? God’s test is very

1

http://stevebauer.us
http://faithwestnewton.net/


John 15:9-17; Sun, May 17th, 2009 Pastor Steve Bauer Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church

clear. How have you shown your Christian love to the widows in our congregation? Do you even knowwho they
are? Our sister in Christ, Mary Lindke is in the hospital. We prayed for her last Sunday. ĉroughout the week,
did you pray for her? Did you visit her?

Do you see what I am geĨing at? Love is work. You say you are Christians—and I don’t doubt that. But,
now do you see why Jesus told his disciples again and again to love each other? Our sinful hearts are so cold and
calloused, so selėsh and self-loving that they cannot look outward beyond themselves. ĉey hate showing to love
to children and widows. ĉey hate gathering together for bible study with other Christians. Why? Because they
want more than anything to worship and love themselves.

Love is work. It is work Jesus demands from you. It deeply saddens me to see you avoid gathering together
with your fellowChristians. You do not know each other. Sure, youmight know your own family. Youmight have
a couple of friends. But, do you show your true, Christian love to the children in our congregation? Do you show
your true, Christian love to the widows in our congregation? You have told me now for months that you would
like this church to grow. If you can’t even show your love to our children and widows, how can you show your
Christian love to new people in our church?

It deeply saddens me to see this growing aĨitude in our congregation. And yet, in these words Jesus shouts
out to us the opposite of sadness. He screams out to us the word, joy. In verse 11, Jesus tells us: “I have told you this
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”

Jesus promises to us that his joy is in us. Well, how could there be joy as we look into our hearts and see so
much lazy, self-centered, self-love? We ėnd Joy in what Jesus did for us. Jesus a true friend. Jesus is the best friend.
Jesus laid down his life for me—for me. He laid down his life for a man who is selėsh and self-loving and self
worshipping. And he opened up his truth tome, so that I would know the truth and it would set me free frommy
sin.

And he’s done even more than that. He laid down his life for me. But, he’s also called me to bear much fruit.
Jesus told his disciples: “16 You did not chooseme, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear ěuit—ěuit that will last”What
an amazing promise that is! Jesus promises to us, that because he loves us, we wil naturallywant to share that love.
Wewill domore thanwanting. Wewill share that lovewith those around us and be true, Christian friends because
we know what sort of friend Jesus has been to us.

And so my brothers and sisters, show the love that Christ has for you. Show it to our liĨle children. Show
them aChristian that lovesGod’s word. Show them aChristianwho comes to church toworship Jesus—but even
more than that. Show them aChristianwho loves to learn about who Jesus is in bible study. Show them your love,
not just with words, but with actions. Show your love to our widows. If you see a lady who might be a liĨle older
than you are and doesn’t have a husband who comes to church with her, get to know her. Be a friend to her—a
real friend. Be the sort of friend who listens to what she says and helps her in her need and visits her when she is
sick. Be that sort of friend. For that is the sort of friend that Jesus is to you.

True, Christian love is work. It is work that Jesus demands from us and our sinful nature hates. But is is also a
work that Jesus won for us. He won it for us by laying down his life and choosing us to bear much fruit. Amen.
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